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Dissertation Topic

Title:

Tips for Science librarians: Engaging students and
academics with information literacy

Research questions:

What are the barriers to embedding information literacy
into the curriculum?

Are there advantages to aligning information literacy with
the discipline where it is taught?
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Analysis by journal

Issues in Scisnce and Technology Librarianship

Evidence Based Library and Information Practice

Mliss Cuartarly |nf0rmat|0n Re SE al'Ch Aavences In Liorarlanship
alu Arvual Conterence Precesargs JOUrnal of Librarianship and Information Science
Reference & User Services Quarterly Computers & Education

Jeitnal of Libvary ddemmsiraban 000 Perforr nance Meaduremant snd Matric

Journal of Documentation sourmal of Chemical Edication .
Javrnal of O .C{;aj;}h:a;;err:?;;:‘g”a [EHI!Ir The REfErer‘{:e Li[:ra"iaﬂ lerary HI Te Ch

riernaticndl sournal of Information Management
Jourral of F'enau'g ¢ Devglapment

emees JOUrNAl O INformation Literacy

33 lnershm Tre Canaman Journal af Library and Information Prac l|<:E- and Research Journal of Wab Lbrarianshin

- Communications In Information Literacy

Nordic Journal of Information Literacy in Higher Education e intermationsl Journal far &cedamic Gavalcpment riemet Refarence Serveas Quarterly

Reference Services Review

E‘Uqr dl an F,' ad.i'_-.“| R: :'eq,r_-.a "h | |:'| aries gucational Meka inemational saimial of Inger it wry Lean, Dooument Lalary ematinn .I'.':IFI
Mew Library Waorld

scence & oemaony Liraries JOUrNAl Of Academic lerar|ansh|p

ey enegement - wsaewr T New Review of Academic Librarianship
Journal of lerary & Information Services in Distance Learning

aurmal of Business. & Finance Librarianship nnovation i Teadang ara Learing in Infommanon and Computer Sciences

Library Review College & Research L|brar|e5rw

Library Trends riterhational Jaurmial of Garing and Cormputer-Medabed Smulations Brinsh Journal of Educational Technalogy

wie medca s COlI2Q@ & Undergraduate Libraries
Journal of the American Society for Information Science and Technaology

On the Horman



Analysis by discipline

Hard pure Soft pure Hard applied  Soft applied
Classified according to Becher and Trowler (2001, p. 36)



Analysis by topic

Collaboration with academics
Online vs. face-to-face
Embedded vs. standalone
Student engagement

Generic vs. subject-specific
Institutional support
Differences between disciplines
One-shot vs. point-of-need
Librarians as teachers

Assessed vs. optional
Collaboration with other departments
Gamification
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Barriers to integration

Academic reluctance
Lack of institutional support

Academic perceptions of
librarians and IL

Librarian’s level of
confidence

Lack of integration at the
point of need




To align or not to align...

Information literacy — generic vs. subject-specific

Differences between the disciplines




Alternative strategies

Academics as IL teachers
Standalone IL modules
Online materials

IL at the reference desk



Recommendations

Speak their language

Become familiar with your disciplines
Be brave

You don’t have to do it all

Librarians who teach are teachers
Create online resources

Don’t be discouraged
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What did | do?

Drip-drip approach

Get invited to committees

Attend University social events

Get to know academics as people

Develop a good relationship with School admin
Talk about IL without mentioning IL
Demonstrate my expertise

Focus on improving NSS scores



What worked

Demonstrating my knowledge
Demonstrating how | can save academics time
Adapting to the disciplines:

 Learning LaTeX and Python

* Learning more about Open Access

e Referencing in IEEE rather than Harvard
e Alternative referencing software

Word of mouth
Advocacy through students

School admins as allies



What didn’t work

One-to-one relationships
Maths
IL not always at point of need

Lack of institutional support




Results

ncrease in teaching

ncrease in student appointments

nductions for all departments

Deeper relationships with some academics

Deeper relationships with School admins
Being invited to events

Teaching being booked well in advance
IL at the point of need

More confidence in my abilities



Questions?
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