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Facts and Figures 

Emily 

Liaison Librarian since 2008 (based in the Library’s Faculty Engagement Team)

Part of my role is to teach research and critical thinking skills to engineering students and 

researchers

University of Sheffield 

Number of students - 30,000

Faculty of Engineering 

7,000 students (Undergraduate, Postgraduate Taught, Research)

10 departments plus multidisciplinary engineering programmes, foundation year and 

apprentices based at the Advanced Manufacturing Research Centre (AMRC)

30 teaching sessions held 2023/25 supported by 2 liaison librarians

Facts and figures
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Teaching in context 
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Working with academic 

departments to embed research 

and critical thinking skills

● provide a library welcome session 

during Intro Week 

● bespoke lectures, workshops or 

webinars to support literature 

searching for a project or 

dissertation 
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To complement embedded teaching 

the Library runs workshops and 

webinars to support students to 

develop research and critical thinking 

skills

Searching for Information / Using 

eBooks Effectively / Referencing and 

Preventing Plagiarism / Questioning 

and Evaluating Information

https://www.sheffield.ac.uk/library/study

/research-skills 

Research and Critical Thinking 

workshops -   

https://www.sheffield.ac.uk/library/study/research-skills
https://www.sheffield.ac.uk/library/study/research-skills
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Embedding research and critical 

thinking tutorial in Blackboard

Library tutorials and guides are 

available to embed from Blackboard 

(VLE). 

Videos can also be embedded from the 

Kaltura Shared Repository. 

Tailor and enhance feedback by 

signposting to guidance on referencing, 

literature searching and research skills.

Developing students’ research skills 

https://staff.sheffield.ac.uk/library/teach/research-skills#vle
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Teaching experiences 

(highs and lows)
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An overview of teaching sessions. Sessions can be a combination of the 

following: 

Student level - undergraduate, postgraduate taught course or postgraduate 

research (sometimes staff support sessions)

Teaching setting - lecture style, computer room, webinar, 1-1 meeting 

Topics covered - getting started with using the library, planning a search strategy, 

formats of information, thinking about where to search, evaluating sources, 

referencing and reference management software

 











Credit: Dr Peter Stordy, Information School
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Lessons I’ve learnt: 

Sometimes less is more! It can be tempting to cover too many topics in the time 

given

The best sessions are planned in collaboration with programme leads (who attend 

in person to place the session in context) and are embedded into the course 

Embed sessions at the point where students are undertaking a piece of work that 

requires the skills you are teaching 

If you can, check out the room set up and equipment before the day
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Try co teaching (if resources allow) - it can really help to plan sessions with 

someone else. You learn new ideas and can give feedback to each other. 

Share resources - we have recently split up teaching subject areas and are 

working collaboratively on developing lesson plans, slides and activities 

Don’t be too hard on yourself!
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What next?
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University Structure Changes - 

implications for teaching 

The University has recently undergone a 

restructure and are merging department 

to form schools - 

● School of Mechanical, Aerospace 

and Civil Engineering 

● School of Chemical, Materials and 

Biological Engineering 

● School of Electrical and Electronic 

Engineering 

● School of Computer Science  

  

for teaching 
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Finding reliable information (or not) 

using GenAI assisted tools - 

more questions than answers!

Can/should Chatbots be used as a 

source of information?

Could GenAI tools be useful in 

developing a search strategy for a 

literature review?

How can we ensure students learn 

responsible use of GenAI when 

searching or summarising 

information?

 

https://sheffield.libguides.com/genai 

https://sheffield.libguides.com/genai
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Feedback/Discussion: 

Are you making use of GenAI tools within your role? What 

tools are you using? 

Can you see any problems or issues? 

How can we best support students and colleagues in their 

use of GenAI tools?    

   

Feedback / discussion
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Thank you for your time!

If you have questions you are welcome to 

contact me:  

Emily Herron e.herron@sheffield.ac.uk

Any questions? 

Questions

mailto:e.herron@sheffield.ac.uk
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