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What does the University say on the matter?

“Whether the use of generative AI is required, 

encouraged, permitted or prohibited in your studies at 

Royal Holloway, particularly in the preparation of 

assessments, will depend on the subject you are 

studying. You must check this in the information about 

each of your assessments and, if you are uncertain, 

please check with the member of staff who is 

responsible for running the assessment.”



What the University says is appropriate

• Educational and Research Purposes

• Collaborative Learning

• Personal Productivity

• Accessibility Support

• Idea Generation and Brainstorming

• Code Generation and Data Analysis



What the University says is inappropriate

• Academic Dishonesty

• Plagiarism

• Harassment or Discrimination

• Excessive Resource Consumption



Challenges

• Staff: proficient users vs. non-proficient users

• Students: proficient users vs. non-proficient users

• Digital inequality

• Siloed working groups

• No centralised training

• Tools changing rapidly



Using a generative AI Tool to generate written content for a thesis or 
journal article.

Using an AI Tool to proofread your assignment and make corrections.

Uploading a PDF of a journal article that you have downloaded from the 
library's collection into an AI Tool for the purposes of summarising it.

Using GenAI to create an essay plan for an assignment.

Using an AI Tool to create images for a poster for a conference.

Using GenAI to explain key concepts on a topic.

Using GenAI to suggest academic resources for an assignment topic. 

Scenarios – would this be ethical / appropriate



Using ChatGPT for a research activity



GenAI generated references – evaluation 
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Ethical considerations for the use of GenAI



Different courses for different horses

Both staff and students need guidance

Guidance might vary depending on the 
discipline

Difficult to keep up with ever-changing 
tools

Critical thinking needs to be embedded

Conclusion
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